Top DIY Home Security Projects

DIY home security is the most affordable option for fortifying your home. In some
instances, this requires purchasing equipment from a home security company for a do-
it-yourself installation. And in other cases, projects are as simple as heading to your
local hardware store or even just making a few maintenance adjustments to your home.

1. Change Your Locks

The most common sense rule in home security is one that is quite frequently ignored by
the average homeowner. You may have heard about the dangers of lock bumping —
sophisticated lock picking - and how important it is to invest in locks that will resist such
techniques.

Consider embarking upon a DIY home security project to upgrade your locks to a
keyless entry. From locks requiring a passcode for access to those requiring a
fingerprint scan, you can complete a DIY project like this in a weekend and be the envy
of all of your high-tech friends.

2. Install or Change Your Peephole

Do you have a peephole installed in your front door? What kind of view does it offer
you? Is it wide enough for you to get a good look at someone standing on your porch?
Inspect your peephole and decide whether or not it needs to be replaced for better
home security. If it does, invest in one with an anti-reverse viewing feature so that
thieves cannot see inside of your home when peering through it.

3. Strengthen Your Door Security

How sturdy is your front door? Can it withstand the force of being kicked in? What about
your door’s frame? Will it stand up under pressure? Your door jamb and hinges...will
they keep an intruder out? In fact, just take a look at all of the doors in your home and
decide whether they need to be replaced for better home security.

4. Make an Inventory List

If your home is burglarized tomorrow, will you immediately notice every missing item?
Will you be able to give an accurate description of your valuables including unique
identifying marks? Do you have serial numbers and receipt information for all of your
goods? Any photographs? A home inventory checklist is a great DIY home security
project, which doesn’t require you to spend a dime and can really come in handy if your
home is ever burglarized.

5. Check Your Detectors

When was the last time you checked the batteries in your smoke, heat, carbon
monoxide and fire alarms? Have you tested them lately to make certain they’re in good
working order? The condition of these alarms can seriously mean the difference
e




between life and death, which makes a maintenance check on all of them one of the
best DIY home security projects you can complete...today!

6. Update Your Windows

Entry through a ground-floor window is one of the more common ways criminals gain
access to homes. Windows are also some of the more likely culprits in wasted energy
resulting in higher utility bills. With this in mind, take a look in your windows and ask
yourself if any of them need replacing. If so, head on down to your local hardware store
and take a look at some of the DIY options available to you.

For more great tips, visit our website:

www.nnw.org!
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